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ing of cannes Jacques 
d’Azur was many things 
during his �0 years. 
Producer, film star,  
director, tennis player, 

chess master, backgammon champion, 
water-skiing pioneer and, perhaps most 
importantly, fashion guru. 

Sadly, the great man is still lost at 
sea, having last been sighted aboard  
his beloved yacht, the ‘Bridgette et 
Anna’, just off the coast off tahiti. So, 
while the world mourns and we 
anxiously await further news, let’s look 
back at his style legacy...

Festival oF Fashion
cannes has become synonymous with 
film firsts and iconic fashion moments – 
when the A-list want to make a splash, 
they do it at cannes.

the ultimate trail-blazer, though, was 
d’Azur. Even among the billionaires and 
the beautiful people, he stood out like  
a beacon of style – right from his 
red-carpet debut in 1959, which saw 
photographers go into a frenzy and 
d’Azur sign what was believed to be a 
record 1,000 autographs for hysterical 
fans. this signing marathon left his wrist 
badly sprained, forcing him to play the 
cannes tennis open final the following 
day left-handed – resulting in only a 
narrow victory for d’Azur (6-�, 6-4, �-6).

it was the Sixties that cemented his 
status as style hero. his annual 
appearances on La crosiette became 
the stuff of legend, with the world 
waiting to see what he would wear. 
Lounge-lizard suits or daytime linens, 
topped off with rakish hats and 
hand-crafted ties, d’Azur’s clothing was 
always expertly tailored to fit his frame. 
he was also groomed so precisely, it was 
said that he could emerge from a 

swimming pool with his immaculate 
hairstyle still intact. 

legendary looks
“No one could wear a suit like Jacques,” 
recalls his close friend and festival 

curator Didier illy. “we 
used to joke that he was 
born wearing a bow tie  
and sunglasses.” 

Legend has it that each 
night, he’d have a new suit 
fitted in his hotel room by 
his tailor. his trademark 
was the tuxedo and he wore 
it well, looking as good at 
the end of the night as he 
did at the start – no matter 
what he got up to. 

Dapper d’Azur once 
water-skied from a yacht 

party back to shore and never splashed 
so much as a drop on his suit. Little 
wonder that more than one person 
commented that d’Azur both resembled 
and had similar mannerisms to a certain 
fictional British agent.

Even at the age of �0, he still looked 
�0. in the late Eighties, when he finally 
began to get a few distinguished grey 
hairs, it turned into a fashion on the 
riviera – within a few weeks, every 
self-respecting 20-year-old bon vivant  
in cannes had dyed streaks of their  
hair white. Ask anyone in the fashion 
world today and they will cite d’Azur  
as one of their sartorial influences.  
he was the guy everyone wanted to be 
or be with. 

in his words: “it’s not that i was ahead 
of my time, it’s just that everyone else 
was behind mine.”

K Are you the man 
to fill d’Azur’s 
stylish shoes?
There’s a global man-hunt 
under way to find the rightful 
heir to Jacques d’Azur – as is 
mentioned in his will. It is 
rumoured that the beneficiary 
could be anyone – even 
someone unrelated to the 
famed King of Cannes. It has 
also been revealed that 
extensive luxury travel 
arrangements to this year’s 
festival feature in the will, 
among other desirable extras. 

Here is a taste of what the 
will’s beneficiary will be entitled 
to during a luxury weekend  
at this year’s festival...
 
 First-class flights  The lucky 
heir will fly to the Riviera A-list 
style, following in d’Azur’s 
jet-set vapour trail
 Helicopter hop  They’ll then 
jump into a chopper at the 
airport and soar directly into 
Cannes harbour
 Five-star hotel  From the 
helipad, it’s a short stroll  
to your lavish suite on  
La Croisette
 Bespoke tailored suit  Just  
like d’Azur, his heir will be  
fitted with a stylish made-to-
measure suit
 
The official partner of the 
Cannes Film Festival, Stella 
Artois 4%, is leading the 
search for Jacques d’Azur’s 
true heir. Log on to Stellaartois.
com to find out more*.

Film star. Trendsetter. 
Fashion icon

Jacques d’Azur was renowned as the most stylish man in Cannes.  
Now who will replace this sartorial legend?

 “No one could  

 wear a suit  

 like Jacques” 

D’Azur made his red
carpet debut in 1959

D’Azur once won the
Cannes Tennis Open with an

injured right hand
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