
30  w w w. z oo t oday. com 31 w w w. z oo t oday. com

MOTORS
W

O
R

D
S:

 L
eo

n 
Po

ul
tn

ey

ZOO counts down the coolest  concepts,  most  styl ish 
supercars and hottest  hatches of  2 013

 Motoring
 Awards 2013

The

Craziest Concept Nissan BladeGlider
Concepts are usually head-turning, boundary-pushing and bat-sh*t 
bananas, but nothing ticks all of those boxes like Nissan’s BladeGlider 
that was unveiled in Tokyo. It might smack of the DeltaWing racing 
car of former years, but this puppy is designed for the open road.  It is 
said it can corner at 120mph, yet features a frugal little engine that 
won’t empty wallets at the pumps. We want one bad.

Meatiest motorbike Wazuma V8F
Alright, so it’s not technically a two-wheeled machine, but there’s  
no denying the awesome Wazuma V8F quad bike is worthy of the 
aforementioned title. It’s powered by a Ferrari V8 engine, produces 
250bhp and sports a price tag of £160,000… That’s before you 
even mention the Batcycle similarities and eardrum-
destroying engine note. What a beauty. It’s just a 
shame about the name. 

Sexiest Sportscar Jaguar F-Type
A car that evokes the spirit of the E-Type, yet packs all the mod cons 
today’s motorists demand, the new Jaguar F-Type is stunning in 
every way. Look at those curves, listen to the snarl of the V8 (or V6 if 

you’re a bit wet) and squeal 
with delight as you realise 
the beast’s handling is as 
impressive as it looks. We’ve 
waited over 50 years for a 
car as epic as the E-Type  
and this is definitely it.

Manliest Motor Mercedes G63 AMG 6x6
Not content with creating the world’s most formidable off-road 
vehicle, Mercedes has taken the standard G-Wagon and slapped an 
almighty 5.3-litre V8 engine in it. Tuning firm AMG then beefed up 
the suspension, brakes and performance, and added another set of 
wheels! This car will flatten mountains and will likely have Arnie 
writing a cheque faster than he can say, “I’ll be back.”
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and now for 
the worst…

Lexus LF-NX concept
There were some ghastly models on display at the 
Tokyo Motor Show this year, but Lexus had the cheek 
to wheel out this SUV monstrosity. It has a face like 
Magneto’s helmet (not that one) and a rear end that 
looks like a Power Rangers costume. 

Caterham Seven 160
We love Caterhams, but this bargain-basement 
addition just looks, er, cheap. Its steel wheels appear 
to have been stolen from a Nissan Micra, it has a 
crappy little exhaust pipe and a tiddly 80bhp engine.  
We’ll stick with the mental Supersport models…

Renault Clio RS 200
It looks the part and has a neat 1.6-litre turbocharged 
engine, but the flappy-paddle gearbox is terrible and 
it doesn’t feel like a Renaultsport product. Plus, the 
interior plastics are built to last about two days and it 
costs nearly two grand more than the Fiesta ST. Plop. 

Hottest Hatch Mercedes-Benz 
A45 AMG
Mercedes is now breathing fire on the hatchback 
market. Usually dominated by the likes of VW’s 
217bhp Golf GTI and BMW’s ace 316bhp M1235i, 
Mercedes has shaken things up by releasing the 
turbocharged 355bhp A45 AMG, or in other 
words, the most powerful hot hatch on the market. 
Unlike its rapid rivals, this bad-boy isn’t just about 
pure grunt either; it looks as sharp as a tack, 
handles like a dream and sounds brutal. 

Bargain B-Road Bullet 
Ford Fiesta ST
Who’d have thought the humble Fiesta could see 
off the likes of Porsche’s 911, McLaren’s P1 and 
Jaguar’s F-Type? But in potent ST guise, it did just 
that, winning Top Gear’s 2013 Car Of The Year. 
We’re recommending it because it is the most fun 
you can have in a sub-£17k car. Ford has done such 
a good job with the suspension and handling that 
the supercars struggle to keep up with it on 
demanding British roads. It is that good.

Superlative Supercar Ferrari LaFerrari
This year, the biggest supercar producers went head-to-head with 
completely outrageous car designs that boasted performance 
figures resembling those of NASA rockets rather than road-going 
machines. McLaren has wowed almost everyone with its brilliant P1, 
but it is Ferrari’s LaFerrari that does it for us. A V12 engine boosted 
by battery power to produce in excess of 960bhp sounds delightful 
enough, but then consider it can do the 0-60mph sprint in less than 
three seconds and hit well over 220mph, and we’re sold. How much 
is it? £1million… We’ll have two. 


