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S T Y L I S T  a d v e r T o r I a L

 The myth  An American road trip invariably 
means staying in a succession of crummy, 
decaying, Norman Bates-style motels…  
 The reality  California’s Big Sur region is  
one of the most scenic driving routes on the 
planet. Described as “the most beautiful 
meeting of land and sea in the world” by 
scribe Robert Louis Stevenson, the Pacific 
Ocean crashes on one side of the road,  
while the Santa Lucia mountains soar on  
the other. Three hours’ drive south of San 
Francisco and five hours’ north of Los 
Angeles, it’s the kind of place where the 
landscape is festooned with giant Redwoods, 
mysterious fog gathers on the water and 
whales cluster on the horizon.  

But for such an iconic slither of tarmac, 
there are fewer than 300 hotel rooms on this 
90-mile stretch of Highway 1, plus there are  
no supermarkets or fast-food outlets. So if 
you don’t fancy roughing it in a campsite, 
then options can be limited.

Unless that is, you check out Post Ranch 
Inn, a vaguely hippy-ish eco-resort. The 
cliff-embedded cabins, rooms and tree 
houses that make up the inn are poised high 
above the Pacific, most with ocean views, an 
open fire, slate spa tub and complimentary 

mini-bar. However, forget switching on the 
TV to catch Glee before the rest of the  
UK, because there aren’t any as it disturbs 
the resort’s tranquillity. However there  
are two infinity spa pools, a stunning 
swimming pool and the hotel even produces 
its own bottled water on-site. With spa 
treatments and yoga on tap, Hollywood’s  
eco-warriors are lapping up this sanctuary. 
 Getting there  Return flights to San 
Francisco start at around £492 on British 
Airways (ba.com). From here, it’s best to rent 
a car which can be as little as £300 (hertz.
com) for the week. Staying in the Coast 
House at Post Ranch Inn (a two-storey cabin 
with stunning ocean views) costs £733 a night.

D e S T I N AT I O N :  B I G  S U R ,  C A L I F O R N I A

discover 
the unexpected

Whether it’s unique properties or off-the-beaten-track locations,  
Stylist reveals some of the world’s hidden gems 

n an era of Google earth,  
mass globalisation and Twitter 
updates from Papua New 
Guinea, it seems there is 
scarcely a nook or cranny of 

this world where people haven’t holidayed. 
Have we really run out of places to vacation? 

Well, as it happens, we haven’t. It’s all 
about having a fresh approach towards travel 
and trying out new places. It could be a region 
famous for wine (La Rioja). Or places that 
challenge people’s preconceptions (the 
Chinese seaside, anyone?). Or maybe even 
remote, “Where is that?” backwaters that 
Michael Palin would struggle to find on an 
atlas (the river Zambezi). 

And Sensodyne know a thing or two 
about being fresh – the new Sensodyne 
Iso-Active Foaming Gel delivers unrivalled 
freshness, bright results and relief to those 
suffering with sensitive teeth. Which is  
why Sensodyne has  teamed up with Stylist 
to show you there are still plenty of 
destinations sprinkled across the globe that 
have bright white beaches, spellbinding 
safaris and great cuisine – all without a 
guide book-clutching tourist in sight. 

For five of the best-kept secrets  
in travel, all of which are bound to freshen 
up anybody’s destination, read on…

I

Looking for a road trip without roughing it? Check out this Californian cubbyhole, favoured  
by Leonardo DiCaprio, Jack Black and Ashley Jensen 

tree swinging is
tempting but not

essential at
post ranch innit seems heaven really 

could be a place on earth
when you're in the pacific 
suite at post ranch inn 
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S T Y L I S T  a d v e r T o r I a L

 The myth  it may boast the Great wall,  
but surely china isn’t home to a gorgeous 
island boasting an amazing beach, too? 
 The reality  if you’re visualising some 
industrial-looking ‘Beijing-by-the-sea’, think 
again. Hainan is an Eire-sized island, which 
lies off the southern coast of china, and is 
prone to “Hawaii of the orient” references 
on account of its silky sands, palm-fringed 
beaches and year-round tropical weather. 
Plus, it’s got all the usual beach-related stuff 
you get with a normal resort, such as jet-skis, 
snorkelling and cocktails. 

the main hub of Hainan is bustling sānyà, 
which boasts Dubai-style ‘high rises’, an 
international fame factor (it’s hosted four 
Miss worlds in 10 
years) and a fair 
sprinkling of 
kitsch (witness 
gigantic statue, 
Guan Yin, which 
is taller than the 
statue of liberty 
and emerges  
from the south 
china sea). 

But the real oriental pearl in sānyà is  
the Banyan tree (banyantree.com/sanya),  
a dazzlingly lavish resort near luhuitou Bay.  
set amidst the Banyan tree’s sculpted  
lagoon, each villa comes with its own private 
gardens, pool and outdoor bathtub. 

But do prise yourself away from this 
petal-sprinkled nirvana if you want to  
see Hainan’s other sights, which include  
the wonderfully named places as the  
‘Felicity and longevity culture Park’ (within 
the Nanshan Buddhism culture Park) and 
‘lover’s Hill’ (a serene park overlooking 
sanya). Also, don’t forget Hong Kong is  
only a 90-minute plane flight away  
– the perfect way to end your trip. 

 Getting there  Kuoni 
(kuoni.co.uk) offers seven 
nights on room and 
breakfast basis at the 
Banyan tree, sanya in a 
pool villa, including flights 
with cathay Pacific from 
Heathrow with private 
transfers in resort, from 
£1,882 per person based 
on two sharing.

nope, it's not something
from the natural

history museum. it's
your bedroom

 The myth  Tents don’t always equate to 
luxury, however if you swap it for a structure 
that feels like part of the landscape… 
 The reality  A relative latecomer to the 
safari scene, Zambia has learned from its 
neighbours’ mistakes and has a cluster of 
safari camps that take sustainable serenity 
as a watchword. The country also boasts 
some of Africa’s best wildlife parks and, 
along with Zimbabwe, shares a bona fide 
world wonder – the amazing Victoria Falls. 

Berthed on the banks of the river 
Zambezi, Chongwe River Camp (chongwe.
com) is one of Zambia’s premier safari 
lodgings. With spacious, organic-fitted 
tents, lavish suites, plus the four-bedroom 
Chongwe House, the site is a great place  
to watch the sunrise from your bed or the 
honking hippos from your private plunge 

pool. The service is superb too, but it’s  
the wildlife you’re here for. At Chongwe, 
you’re so close to the animals, you can 
literally feel their breath. 
 Getting there  A week’s stay at Chongwe 
River Camp (including flights, safaris and 
full board) starts at £2,999 per person . For 
more details, visit blacktomato.co.uk. 

D e S T I N AT I O N :  Z A M B I A

D e S T I N AT I O N :  H A I N A N  I S L A N D

Get ahead of the game by staying at this luxury Zambezi river camp, a sublime  
confection of beauty and beast

Welcome to the ‘Hawaii of the Orient’, hidden just off the coast off China

tranquility reigns at
chongwe river camp

can we live 
here, please?

butlins has nothing 
on sÃnyÀ's banyan 

tree resort

Fly in comfort  
by packing a few 
essentials in your 
hand luggage.  

A good eye cream can be 
applied before sleep to avoid 
puffiness. A facial spritz like 
caudalíe’s Beauty Elixir (£32; 
spacenk.co.uk), wakes up  
tired skin and don’t forget 
your toothbrush! it’s amazing 
how a quick scrub can help.

the first thing  
to do when  
you arrive at the 
hotel is to grab  

a business card from 
reception. it will fit into your 
purse and it will have the 
hotel’s address printed on it, 
usually in the local language. 
so if you get lost, you can 
show it to a cab driver and 
arrive back safe and sound.

one of the  
safest and easiest 
ways to get money 
abroad is via an 

AtM machine, using your 
regular bankcard. Your flexible 
friend offers the safety of  
a pin code and equates to 
competitive exchange rates, 
sometimes better than 
changing money at home. it 
also avoids carrying cash! 

1 2 3

trAvEl tiPs witH sENsoDYNE
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S T Y L I S T  a d v e r T o r I a L

 The myth  Although la rioja might be  
home to zillions of bottles of velvety red, 
what other culture-spotting activities does it 
offer to the discerning traveller? 
 The reality  Forget Madrid and Barcelona, 
with their tourist-clogged streets – savvy lovers 
of spain head to the Basque province of la 
rioja. why? well, not only is it home to the 
eponymous red wine, but it’s also got some of 
spain’s best tapas bars and one of the most 
bonkers-looking hotels this side of a Dalí 
exhibition: the viura (it just opened in April). 

in all it’s slanted splendour, viura’s 
superimposed cube hotel rooms are unique 
to say the least, as the jagged edges jut out 
into the sunny sky. However, such Euro-
eccentricities are all part of the fun, 
extending to the room decor too. Elsewhere, 
there’s a gym, ancient 
wine cellar and roof 
terrace where you 
can drink in the ochre 
earth and infinite 
blue skies which 
surround the 
avant-garde crash-
pad. Also, as viura is 
hemmed in by 
vineyards, you’re not 

going to be served a dodgy glass of wine 
either. 

there’s not a great deal to do in villabuena 
de Álava (the village where viura is based), so 
you’ll probably want to go exploring. Book  
a tour of the local bodegas (wineries) with 
website, winesfromrioja.co.uk. or head to  
la rioja’s capital, logroño, which is only a 
20-minute car ride away and ideal for a tapas 
bar crawl. Also check out the Marqués de 
riscal winery. the snaky titanium building, 
designed by architect Frank Gehry, boasts a 
cellar with a whopping eight million bottles of 
wine, as well as a fabulous restaurant. want to 
prolong your stay? Fly in or out of Bilbao where 
you can see Gehry’s Guggenheim Museum  
and swoop by foodie haven, san sebastián.
 Getting there  return flights, london  

to Bilbao, start  
from £82 on  
vueling Airlines 
(vueling.com).  
A weekend stay in  
the viura (hotelviura.
com) starts at £207 
for a double room 
with breakfast,  
based on two  
people sharing. 

D e S T I N AT I O N :  L A  R I O j A

D e S T I N AT I O N :  O M A N

 The myth  Camel-spotting and shisha-
puffing aside, what else is there to do  
in this scorching, sandy land? 
 The reality  If you are visiting Dubai, it’s  
worth venturing further south, to the 
enigmatic sultanate of Oman. Representing 
an authentic Arabian experience – crowded 
souks, scorching deserts and falcon-
wielding sheikhs – it’s also one of the most 
buzzing tourist hotspots in the world.

A dusty two-hour drive from Dubai will 
take you to the Six Senses Hideaway Zighy 
Bay (sixsenses.com) on the Musandam coast 
of northern Oman. Barricaded by the jagged 
Hajar mountains, Zighy Bay 
has single-handedly 
rebooted the hotel 
check-in experience as 
guests can paraglide down 
into the resort. 

Visitors can then enjoy 
the tranquillity of this 
sleepy fishing port as the 
focus here is on private 
comfort. even the most 

basic villa comes with its own plunge pool and  
your own private butler is a phone call away. 

However, the real allure of Zighy is its 
natural surroundings. The best way to 
appreciate the Musandam Peninsula’s 
wow-inducing scenery is to get active, 
whether it’s dhow rides on the Arabian Sea, 
going for a ride in a 4x4 in the deep wadi 
(Oman’s Grand Canyon) or strolling around 
the local fishing village, Dibba. 
 Getting there  For seven nights at the Six 
Senses Hideaway Zighy Bay (including 
direct flights from London Heathrow to 
Dubai with Royal Brune), prices start from 

£1,589 per person. This 
includes two free nights, 
paragliding or speedboat 
arrival transfer, sunset 
cruise, Arabic cooking 
class, one signature  
spa treatment and a  
Dhow cruise. This offer  
is valid until 24 August.  
For more information,  
visit trailfinders.com. 

It's time to raise a glass to Spain’s La Rioja country

A seductive sultanate where you can indulge and live lavishly – for a week at least

Sensitive teeth can strike all of us at some point in our lives. A giant  
bite into a holiday ice cream or a sip of a frozen margarita can cause pain 
and discomfort to a big slice of the population. Sensodyne Iso-Active 
harnesses a unique formula which transforms into a micro foam during 
brushing, penetrating those hard-to-reach areas. The formula also  
targets those with sensitive teeth and contains 
fluoride to help protect against decay, leaving 
teeth pearly white, less susceptible to 
sensitivity, fresh and bright.

stAY FrEsH witH 
sENsoDYNE iso-ActivE

paragliding – the 
new way to check-in
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viura really is 
a (crazy) work of art

forget dinner, hand
over the wine

sheikh up your holiday
rut at the six senses
hideaway zighy bay


